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Caucuses/Non-Legislative Committees: 
Vice-Chair, Virginia Code Commission, present
Member, Virginia Commission for At-Risk Youth & Children, present
Member, Virginia Indigent Defense Commission, present
Member, Virginia Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War Commission, present
Chairman, Sixth Congressional District Democratic Committee, 1986-1993
Chairman, Roanoke City Democratic Committee, 1983-1985
Chairman, Roanoke Valley Young Democrats, 1977
Former Chair, Roanoke Civic Center Commission 
Committees:
Commerce and Labor, Member
Courts of Justice, Member
Education and Health, Member
Privileges and Elections, Member
Rules, Member
Subcommittee #1 (Rules), Chair
Subcommittee on Campaigns and Elections, Member
Subcommittee on Certificate, Oath and Confirmation Review, Chair
Subcommittee on Civil Justice, Chair
Subcommittee on Financial Institutions and Insurance, Member
Subcommittee on Health Care, Member
Subcommittee on Higher Education, Chair
Abortion Issues
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	Date
	Bill Title
	Vote
	Outcome

	04/06/2011
	Health Benefits Exchange
HB 2434
	N
	Concurrence Vote Passed - Senate
(21 - 20)


States that it is the intent of the General Assembly that the Commonwealth create and operate its own health benefits exchange or exchanges that meet the relevant requirements of the federal Affordable Care Act.  The Virginia Exchange shall ensure that no qualified health insurance plan sold or offered for sale through an exchange provides coverage for abortions, except for an abortion performed when the life of the mother is endangered by a physical disorder, physical illness, or physical injury, including a life-endangering physical condition caused by or arising from the pregnancy itself, or when the pregnancy is the result of an alleged act of rape or incest.  The Governor and the State Corporation Commission's Bureau of Insurance are requested to work with the General Assembly, relevant experts, and stakeholders generally to provide recommendations for consideration by the 2012 Session of the General Assembly regarding the structure and governance of the Virginia Exchange. The recommendations are due by October 1, 2011. The measure states that it shall not be construed or implied to recognize the constitutionality of the 2010 federal health care reform legislation.  It further states that it constitutes the election of the Commonwealth to prohibit abortion coverage in qualified health plans offered through an exchange.  The measure will expire on July 1, 2014. 
	04/21/2010
	Limiting State Funding of Abortion
Amdt 91
	N
	Amendment Adopted - Senate
(20 - 19)



Vote to adopt an amendment to HB 30 that prohibits expenditures of general and nongeneral fund appropriations for providing abortion services, unless otherwise required by federal or state law.

Budget, Spending and Taxes
(Back to top)
	Date
	Bill Title
	Vote
	Outcome

	02/21/2011
	Transportation Budget
SB 1446
	N
	Concurrence Vote Failed - Senate
(1 - 38)


Creates the Virginia Transportation Infrastructure Bank (Bank) as a new source for funding transportation projects.  
The bill authorizes the issuance of Commonwealth of Virginia Federal Transportation Grant Anticipation Revenue Notes whose outstanding aggregate principal amount, together with any outstanding aggregate principal amount of Commonwealth of Virginia Federal Highway Reimbursement Anticipation Notes, cannot exceed $1.2 billion, with the proceeds used for transportation projects as determined by the Commonwealth Transportation Board. 
The bill establishes the Intercity Passenger Rail Operating and Capital Fund to be used by the Director of the Department of Rail and Public Transportation, with the approval of the Commonwealth Transportation Board, on projects that expand and improve intercity passenger rail service. 
Finally, the bill increases from $50 million to $200 million the total limit on revenue-sharing funds allocated by the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) to certain counties, cities, and towns in any one fiscal year and increases from $1 million to $10 million the per project cap on funds; and provides that the funds allocated by the CTB will be distributed in accordance with the revenue-sharing guidelines established by the CTB.
	03/14/2010
	2010-2012 Biennium Budget
HB 30
	Y
	Conference Report Adopted - Senate
(34 - 6)



	02/22/2010
	Allocating Offshore Drilling Royalties
HB 756
	N
	Bill Passed - Senate
(21 - 19)


Royalties from offshore drilling.  Requires that all revenues and royalties paid to the Commonwealth as a result of offshore natural gas and oil drilling shall be distributed as follows: (i) 70 percent to the Transportation Trust Fund, (ii) 20 percent to the Virginia Coastal Energy Research Consortium, and (iii) 10 percent to localities for improvements to infrastructure and transportation.
	02/16/2010
	Internet Sales Tax
SB 660
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(28 - 12)


Dealer registration for sales and use taxes; sufficient contact.  Provides that a dealer is presumed to be soliciting or transacting business in Virginia by an independent contractor, agent, or other representative if the dealer enters into an agreement with a resident of Virginia under which the resident, for a commission or other consideration, refers potential customers to the dealer if the cumulative gross receipts from sales by the dealer to purchasers in Virginia who are referred to the dealer by all residents with this type of agreement with the dealer are in excess of $10,000 during the preceding four quarterly periods. Such dealer presumed to be soliciting or transacting business in Virginia would be required to register for retail sales and use tax purposes. 
	02/08/2010
	Unemployment Benefit Amendments
SB 239
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(31 - 9)


Unemployment benefits; eligibility criteria and impact of legislation. Provides that certain individuals who have exhausted eligibility for unemployment benefits and who are enrolled in approved training programs are eligible for up to 26 weeks of additional benefits. The measure also provides that an individual who voluntarily separates from employment is not disqualified from receiving unemployment compensation benefits if the separation is for a compelling family reason, which is defined as domestic violence, the illness or disability of a member of the individual's immediate family; or the need for the individual to accompany such individual's spouse to a place from which it is impractical for such individual to commute and due to a change in location of the spouse's employment. A provision allowing individuals to receive unemployment benefits if they voluntarily leave employment to follow a military spouse assigned to a new duty station, which provision will become effective only if the federal government appropriates adequate funds specifically for the purpose of paying benefits to such individuals, is repealed. The measure also requires that bills enhancing unemployment compensation benefits payable to a claimant contain a statement reflecting the projected impact on the solvency level of the unemployment trust fund and the average increase in state unemployment tax liability of employers. 
	02/04/2009
	Department of Forestry Land Use Permits
SB 1473
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(31 - 9)


Department of Forestry permit.  Authorizes the State Forester to require a person to obtain a permit to fish, or ride mountain bikes or horses on lands under the control of the Department of Forestry. Currently, the Department requires a permit to hunt or trap on such lands.
Business and Consumers
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	Date
	Bill Title
	Vote
	Outcome

	02/17/2011
	Health Insurance Coverage of Autism Spectrum Disorder
SB 1062
	Y
	Concurrence Vote Passed - Senate
(29 - 8)



Health insurance; mandated coverage for autism spectrum disorder. Requires health insurers, health care subscription plans, and health maintenance organizations to provide coverage for the diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and treatment for ASD in individuals from age two to six, subject to an annual maximum benefit of $35,000 of coverage for applied behavior analysis.  Treatment for ASD includes applied behavior analysis when provided or supervised by a board certified behavior analyst, who shall be licensed by the Board of Medicine, and the prescribing practitioner is independent of the provider of the applied behavior analysis.  The mandate to provide coverage will not apply to individual or small group policies, contracts, or plans. The mandate will apply to the state employees' health insurance plan and to the local choice health program.  This measure will not apply to an insurer, corporation, or health maintenance organization, or to government employee programs, if the costs associated with coverage exceed one percent of premiums charged over the experience period.  This bill is identical to HB 2467.
	02/02/2011
	Prohibits Discrimination in State Employment Based on Sexual Orientation
SB 747
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(22 - 18)


Vote to pass a bill that amends the Code of Virginia relating to employment discrimination.
-Defines "sexual orientation" as a person's actual or perceived heterosexuality, bisexuality, homosexuality, or gender identity or expression, and does not include any person's attraction toward a person in which the sexual conduct would be illegal due to the age of the parties (Sec. 1).
-Expands upon the types of grievances that qualify for a grievance hearing including, but not limited to, the following (Sec. 1): 
-Sex;-Pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions;-Marital status;-Sexual orientation; or
-Status as a special disabled veteran or veteran.
	
02/16/2010
	Authorizing Concealed Handguns in Establishments that Serve Alcohol
SB 334
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(22 - 18)


Concealed handguns; restaurants; penalty.  Allows a person with a concealed handgun permit to carry a concealed handgun onto the premises of a restaurant or club and prohibits such person from consuming alcoholic beverages while on the premises. A person who consumes alcohol in violation of the provisions of the bill is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. This bill is identical to HB 505.
	02/16/2010
	Requiring Insurance Coverage of Autism Disorder
SB 464
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(27 - 13)


Concealed handguns; restaurants; penalty.  Allows a person with a concealed handgun permit to carry a concealed handgun onto the premises of a restaurant or club and prohibits such person from consuming alcoholic beverages while on the premises. A person who consumes alcohol in violation of the provisions of the bill is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. This bill is identical to HB 505.

	02/25/2009
	Allowing Guns in Alcohol-Serving Establishments
SB 1035
	Y
	Concurrence Vote Passed - Senate
(22 - 16)



Concealed handguns; restaurants; penalty.  Allows a person with a concealed handgun permit to carry a concealed handgun onto the premises of a restaurant or club and prohibits such person from consuming alcoholic beverages while on the premises.  A person who consumes alcohol in violation of the provisions of the bill is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor and a person who becomes intoxicated in violation of the provisions of the bill is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
	02/19/2009
	Prohibiting Smoking in Restaurants
SB 1105
	Y
	Conference Report Adopted - Senate
(27 - 13)


Virginia Indoor Clean Air Act; penalty.  Establishes a statewide ban on smoking in restaurants.  The bill contains several exemptions from this prohibition where smoking may be permitted, including a restaurant that is constructed in such a manner that areas where smoking may be permitted are structurally separated from the portion of the restaurant in which smoking is prohibited and such areas are separately vented.  The bill contains technical amendments.
	03/06/2008
	Payday Lending Restrictions
HB 12
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(37 - 2)


Requires the State Corporation Commission, by January 1, 2009, to certify and contract with one or more third parties to develop, implement, and maintain an Internet-accessible database, and requires payday lenders to query the database prior to making any loan to determine whether the loan is permissible. Licensees are required to pay a database inquiry fee to the database provider. A payday lender is prohibited from making a payday loan to a person if the loan would cause the borrower to have more than one payday loan outstanding at the same time and from making a payday loan on the same day that the person has paid a previous payday loan. Payday lenders are permitted to charge, on any payday loan, interest at an annual rate of 36 percent, a loan fee of not more than 20 percent of the loan proceeds, and a $5 verification fee.
	02/05/2007
	Minimum Wage Increase
Sub SB 1327
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(31 - 8)


Increases the minimum wage from its current federally-mandated level of $5.15 per hour to $6.50 per hour effective July 1, 2007, unless a higher minimum wage is required by the federal Fair Labor Standards Act. The act will expire at such time as the federal minimum wage equals or exceeds $6.50 per hour. This bill incorporates SB 766 and SB 1277.

Campaign Finance and Election Issues
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	Date
	Bill Title
	Vote
	Outcome

	04/11/2011
	Establishes House of Delegates Districts
HB 5001
	Y
	Conference Report Adopted - Senate
(22 - 17)



	01/24/2011
	Allowing Absentee Voting For Any Reason
SB 949
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(24 - 14)


Authorizes any registered voter to vote absentee in person without having to provide any specified reason while retaining the existing list of specific reasons that a voter may cast an absentee ballot, but only applying it to those who cast their absentee ballot by mail (Sec. 1).

	01/25/2007
	Voting Rights of Nonviolent Felons
SJ 307
	Y
	Joint Resolution Passed - Senate
(29 - 10)


Authorizes the General Assembly to provide by general law for the restoration of civil rights for persons convicted of nonviolent felonies who have completed suspension of sentence. The present Constitution provides for restoration of rights by the Governor. The amendment retains the right of the Governor to restore civil rights and adds the alternative for restoration of rights pursuant to general law.

	02/06/2006
	DMV Reporting Requirements for Non-citizens
Sub SB 313
	N
	Bill Passed - Senate
(25 - 15)


Requires the Department of Motor Vehicles to furnish monthly lists to the State Board of Elections of license applicants who indicate a non-citizen status on their applications, and directs the State Board to forward the information to the general registrars. Non-citizen status constitutes grounds for cancelling a person's voter registration.
Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
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	01/27/2010
	Enforcing Seat Belt Violations as Primary Offenses
SB 9
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(24 - 16)


Vote to pass a bill that authorizes law enforcement to issue citations for safety belt violations committed by a motor vehicle occupant even if the driver has not committed another offense, whereas existing law requires officers to have cause to stop or arrest a driver for another offense to be authorized to issue a safety belt-related citation.


	02/24/2009
	Driver's License Suspension for Unexcused School Absences 
HB 1826
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(36 - 3)


Driver's licenses of minors.  Provides for the suspension of the driver's license of any minor who has 10 or more unexcused absences from public school on consecutive school days.
	02/05/2009
	Classifying a Seat Belt Violation as a Primary Offense
SB 1161
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(25 - 15)


Vote to pass a bill that authorizes law enforcement to issue citations to drivers and passengers in the front seat of a vehicle for failure to wear a seat belt without having cause to stop or arrest the driver for a separate violation. 
This bill incorporates SB 970.  This bill is identical to HB 2253 and HB 2339.
Crime Issues
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	Date
	Bill Title
	Vote
	Outcome

	01/27/2010
	Enforcing Seat Belt Violations as Primary Offenses
SB 9
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(24 - 16)


Vote to pass a bill that authorizes law enforcement to issue citations for safety belt violations committed by a motor vehicle occupant even if the driver has not committed another offense, whereas existing law requires officers to have cause to stop or arrest a driver for another offense to be authorized to issue a safety belt-related citation.

	02/09/2009
	Legislative Restoration of Voting Rights for Nonviolent Felons
SJ 273
	Y
	Joint Resolution Passed - Senate
(27 - 13)


Vote to pass a joint resolution that submits a constitutional amendment to the voters that authorizes the General Assembly to pass legislation to restore the voting rights of nonviolent felons upon completion of their sentences. 

	02/09/2009
	Civil Rights for Nonviolent Felons
SJ 354
	Y
	Joint Resolution Failed - Senate
(19 - 19)


Constitutional amendment (first resolution); restoration of civil rights.  Provides for the automatic restoration of civil rights to persons convicted of nonviolent felonies (excepting felony drug and election fraud crimes) upon completion of sentence including any term of probation or parole. Provides further that persons convicted of violent felonies, felony drug crimes, or election fraud crimes may have their civil rights restored by the Governor upon completion of sentence including any term of probation or parole, and authorizes the General Assembly to provide by law for the restoration of civil rights to such persons. 
	01/27/2009
	Expanding Death Penalty Eligibility to Accomplices
SB 961
	N
	Bill Passed - Senate
(24 - 16)


Vote to pass a bill that expands death penalty eligibility to include accomplices in specific capital murder cases, whereas existing law reserves the death penalty only for the principle in the first degree.

	02/25/2008
	"Triggerman Rule" in Capital Murder Cases
HB 933
	N
	Bill Passed - Senate
(24 - 16)


Redefines the "triggerman rule," which currently provides that only the actual perpetrator of a capital murder is eligible for the death penalty and that accessories and principals in the second degree can be punished only as if guilty of first degree murder. This bill allows principals in the second degree and accessories before the fact to be charged as principals in the first degree in the cases of murder for hire, murder involving a continuing criminal enterprise, and terrorism. This bill allows, in all other cases of capital murder, a principal in the second degree to be tried as a principal in the first degree if he had the same intent to kill as the principal in the first degree. The bill allows an accessory before the fact to be tried as a principal in the first degree if he ordered or directed the willful, deliberate, and premeditated killing.

Education
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	Date
	Bill Title
	Vote
	Outcome

	03/09/2010
	Requiring Department of Education Review of Charter School Applications
SB 737
	N
	Bill Passed - Senate
(27 - 12)


Public charter schools; review and reconsideration. Requires the public charter school applicant to submit its proposed charter application to the Board of Education for review, comment, and a determination as to whether the application meets approval criteria developed by the Board, prior to submission to the local school board. Also, the bill provides for an opportunity for a public charter school applicant to petition for reconsideration of a decision by a local school board to deny an application. Prior to such petition for reconsideration, an applicant may seek technical assistance from the Superintendent of Public Instruction.
	02/14/2006
	In-State Tuition for Undocumented Immigrants
Sub SB 677
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(36 - 3)


Prohibits the board of visitors or other governing body of a public institution of higher education in the Commonwealth from authorizing in-state tuition rates for individuals who are not citizens or nationals of the United States, are unlawfully present in the United States, or do not possess a valid visa. However, a new subsection provides that, notwithstanding the provisions regarding the governing bodies' mandates, any person meeting certain conditions will be eligible for instate tuition, i.e., resided in Virginia while attending high school; graduated from a public or private high school in Virginia; resided in the Commonwealth for at least three years on the date of high school graduation; registered in an institution of higher education; provided an affidavit stating that he has filed an application to become a permanent resident of the United States and is actively pursuing such permanent residency or will do so as soon as he is eligible; and has submitted evidence that he or, in the case of a dependent student, at least one parent, guardian, or person standing in loco parentis, has filed, unless exempted by state law, Virginia income tax returns for at least three years prior to the date of enrollment.

Federal, State, and Local Relations
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	Date
	Bill Title
	Vote
	Outcome

	
	
	
	

	02/01/2010
	Prohibiting Federal Individual Health Insurance Mandate
SB 283
	N
	Bill Passed - Senate
(23 - 17)


Individual health insurance coverage; requirement to obtain.  Provides that a resident of the Commonwealth shall not be required to obtain or maintain a policy of individual insurance coverage except as required by a court or the Department of Social Services where the individual is named a party in a judicial or administrative proceeding. This applies regardless of whether the person has or is eligible for health insurance coverage under any policy or program provided by or through his employer or a plan sponsored by the Commonwealth or the federal government. The measure also states that no provision of Title 38.2 renders a resident liable for any penalty, assessment, fee, or fine as a result of his failure to procure or obtain health insurance coverage. The measure does not apply to individuals voluntarily accepting coverage under a state-administered Medicare or Medicaid program, or to students required by institutions of higher education to be insured as a condition of enrollment. The measure states that it does not impair the rights of persons to privately contract for health insurance for current or former family members. SB 311, SB 417, and HB 10 are identical. 
Gun Issues
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	03/10/2010
	Authorizing Concealed Firearms in Establishments that Serve Alcohol
HB 505
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(25 - 15)


Vote to pass a bill that authorizes the concealed carry of firearms within restaurants and clubs possessing licenses to sell and serve alcoholic beverages, so long as the person in possession of the concealed firearm does not consume alcohol.

	03/10/2010
	Authorizing Concealed Firearms in Vehicles
HB 885
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(24 - 16)


Vote to pass a bill that authorizes the possession and concealment of a handgun or other concealable weapon within a personal private vehicle or vessel, so long as said weapon is kept in a locked container or compartment and the person in possession is legally permitted to posses such a weapon.

	02/16/2010
	Authorizing Concealed Handguns in Establishments that Serve Alcohol
SB 334
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(22 - 18)


Vote to pass a bill that authorizes concealed weapon permit holders to carry concealed handguns in restaurants that serve alcohol, provided the permit holder does not consume any alcoholic beverages.

	02/16/2010
	Gun Regulation Modifications
SB 408
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(24 - 16)


Authorizes any person who lawfully possesses a firearm to carry a handgun while in a personal, private motor vehicle or vessel if the handgun is locked in a container or compartment in the vehicle or vessel (Sec. 1).
	02/04/2009
	Background Checks for Gun Show Purchases
SB 1257
	N
	Bill Failed - Senate
(19 - 21)


Vote to pass a bill that prohibits the sale of a firearm at a gun show to any individual that does not possess a concealed handgun permit without the vendor first conducting a criminal background check and receiving a determination from the State Police that the individual is not prohibited from possessing a firearm. 

Health Issues
	02/13/2006
	Smoking Ban
SB 648
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(21 - 18)


Vote to pass a bill that prohibits smoking in most buildings or enclosed areas frequented by the public, and specifies that certain areas are exempted. The bill requires signs reading �Warning: Smoking Permitted� be posted in areas where smoking is allowed, with certain exceptions. The bill sets civil fines for persons smoking and for proprietors violating this bill.

	02/05/2007
	Virginia Smoke-Free Air Act
SB 1161
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(23 - 16)


Moves the law restricting smoking in buildings and other enclosed areas from the title relating to local government (15.2) to the title relating to health (32.1) and prohibits smoking indoors in most buildings or enclosed areas frequented by the public. Exceptions are provided for (i) private homes, private residences, private automobiles, and home-based businesses, unless used in conjunction with a licensed child care, adult day care, or health care facility (ii) certain private functions held in public facilities; (iii) hotel or motel rooms not clearly designated as "nonsmoking" rooms that are offered for lease or rent to the public; (iv) specialty tobacco stores; and (v) tobacco manufacturers. Signs stating "Warning: Smoking Permitted" must be posted by the proprietor of any exempt building or area when smoking is allowed. Any person who continues to smoke in an area in which smoking is prohibited will be subject to a civil penalty of not more than $100 for the first offense, and $250 for subsequent offenses. Failure to comply with the smoking restrictions will subject proprietors to a $200 civil penalty for the first offense and $500 for subsequent offenses.


Housing and Property Issues
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	02/24/2009
	"Derelict Building" Plan Requirements
HB 1671
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(36 - 3)


Vote to pass a bill that allows localities with real estate tax abatement programs to require the owners of buildings deemed "derelict" to develop plans to demolish or renovate the buildings to address aspects that endanger public health, safety, or welfare and enacts other new requirements related to derelict buildings.

	02/25/2008
	Property Tax Exemptions
HB 11
	N
	Motion Agreed - Senate
(21 - 19)


Vote on a motion to recommit a constitutional amendment that allows local governments to reduce residential property taxes by up to 20 percent.

Legal Issues
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	Bill Title
	Vote
	Outcome

	02/03/2011
	Amending the Virginia Fraud Against Taxpayers Act
SB 831
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(24 - 16)


Issuance of civil investigative demands under the Virginia Fraud Against Taxpayers Act.  Provides that the Attorney General may not issue a civil investigative demand to a Virginia public institution of higher education when the claim relates to a matter of academic inquiry or research. This bill incorporates SB 1314.
Technology and Communication
(Back to top)
	Date
	Bill Title
	Vote
	Outcome

	02/08/2011
	Wireless Telecommunication Devices
SB 1351
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(26 - 13)


Wireless telecommunications devices in motor vehicles.  Extends prohibition on use of wireless telecommunications devices in motor vehicles to initiating or answering a call on such device, unless the device is configured for hands-free operation and is being used in the hands-free mode. The bill also provides for graduated penalties for violations. 
Transportation Issues
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	02/21/2011
	Transportation Budget
SB 1446
	N
	Concurrence Vote Failed - Senate
(1 - 38)



	02/17/2011
	Virginia Transportation Infrastructure Fund and Bank
HB 2527
	Y
	Bill Passed - Senate
(32 - 7)


Transportaion funding.  Creates the Virginia Transportation Infrastructure Bank (Bank) as a new source for funding transportation projects. 
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